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MINUTES 

July 18, 2017 

9:30 a.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT   MEMBERS ABSENT 

Mr. David Kuras, Chairperson  Mr. Doug Datema 

Mr. Brett Karl     Mr. Mark Smith 

Mr. John Vitale    Mr. Mike Nelson 

Mr. Mark Pawlowski    Ms. Terri Flint 

Mr. Michael Vandervennet 

Ms. Ulysha Hall 

 

DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL ATTENDING 

Ms. Alesha Gensler, Deputy Director, BCC 

Mr. David Stenrose, Chief, Boiler and Elevator Division, BCC 

Ms. LeeAnn Allaire, Manager, Administrative Services Division, BCC 

Ms. Tracie Pack, Department Analyst, Administrative Services Division, BCC 

Ms. Sara Leiby, Secretary, Administrative Services Division, BCC 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 

Chairperson Kuras called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.  A quorum was present at 

that time. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

A MOTION was made by Board Member Vitale and SECONDED by Board Member 

Vandervennet to approve the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A MOTION was made by Board Member Vitale and SECONDED by Board Member 

Vandervennet to approve the minutes for the March 21, 2017 meeting.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 
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4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. Mr. Dave Flint, a licensed elevator contractor, voiced concern about the lack of 

communication from the Bureau to licensees to notify of changes (e.g. form 

changes, the separation of the Boiler and Elevator Division and the merging of Ski 

and Carnival with Elevator Division, the lack of availability of an agenda for this 

meeting on the website) and requested that clarification be provided on the 

Bureau’s website regarding Qualified Elevator Inspectors being sought out even 

though they don’t have a certificate of competency from the State of Michigan. 

 

B. Mr. Paul VanFleteren, a licensed elevator contractor, reiterated Mr. Flint’s 

comments and indicated he was unable to get a return telephone call back from the 

Division and inspectors are interpreting the code his or her own way. 

 

C. Mr. Don Purdie, Vice President of Detroit Elevator Company, voiced great concern 

over the Bureau’s elevator test requirements and correction order forms. 

 

D. Mr. David Kuras, Chairperson, expressed that he hopes the Bureau takes the public 

comments into consideration and requests to be notified of any future changes. 

 

5. VARIANCE REQUESTS 

 

A. UAW Family Education Center – Permit # ELEV17-00139 

 

Variance request for the UAW Family Education Center located in Onaway was 

presented to the Board for relief from the requirements of Rule 3.6.8.2.4 of the 2008 

(2011 edition per 2010 Rules) edition of the American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers (ASME) A18.1 Safety Standard for Platform Lifts and Stairway 

Chairlifts as adopted by the 2010 Michigan Elevator Rules. 

 

Mr. Paul VanFleteren, President of B&D Elevator Services Inc., attended the 

meeting and provided an overview of his request to the Board. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member Vandervennet and 

SECONDED by Board Member Vitale to postpone the review of the UAW Family 

Education Center variance request to allow time for the applicant to provide the 

following dimensions:  the overall width of the platform, the height, length, and 

angle of the ramp, the amount of the arm to be removed and that which will remain, 

and dimensions planned for with the modification.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

B. Facility for Rare Isotope Beams (FRIB) – Permit # 82130 

 

Ms. Gensler notified the Board that the variance request received for the Facility 

for Rare Isotope Beams (FRIB) located in East Lansing was taken care of by the 

Bureau as it was seeking relief from the Michigan Building Code which falls under 

the authority of the Construction Code Commission. 
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C. Dunkel Middle School – Permit # ELEV17-00213 

 

Variance request for Dunkel Middle School located in Farmington Hills was 

presented to the Board for relief from the requirements of Rule 62a, Section 2.1.3 

Portable and temporary vertical platform lifts of the 2011 edition of the ASME 

A18.1 Safety Standard for Platform Lifts and Stairway Chairlifts as adopted by the 

2010 Michigan Elevator Rules. 

 

Mr. Vittorio Palomba Jr., Lifts & Elevators Accessibility Specialist of East Region 

for A 4 Access, LLC, attended the meeting and provided an overview of his request 

to the Board.  Mr. Tony Filippis, Chief Executive Officer of Wright & Filippis, 

Inc., provided additional information to the Board. 

 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member Vandervennet and 

SECONDED by Board Member Vitale to approve the variance request with the 

stipulation that each initial installation be completed by a licensed elevator 

journeyman with required permit and inspection(s).  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Vitale requested information regarding precedent set for prior variances received 

that are similar to the Dunkel Middle School variance request that required initial 

installation to be completed by a licensed elevator journeyman. 

 

8. BUREAU REPORT 

 

Ms. Gensler notified the Board that the Ski and Amusement Programs from the Bureau 

of Corporations, Securities, & Commercial Licensing will join the Bureau of 

Construction Codes and be merged with the Elevator Division.  Ms. Gensler also 

provided details regarding makeup of the future division. 

 

9. 2017 MEETING DATES 

 

The Board is scheduled to meet at 9:30 a.m. at 611 W. Ottawa, Lansing, MI  48933 in 

Upper Level Conference Room #2 on September 19, 2017 and December 19, 2017. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 A MOTION was made by Board Member Vandervennet and SECONDED by Board 

Member Vitale to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 a.m.  MOTION CARRIED. 


